

Chapter 8
Patient Assessment


1. Describe how to determine the mechanism of injury (MOI) or nature of illness (NOI) at an emergency and the importance of differentiating trauma patients from medical patients. (pp 256–257)

2. List the minimum standard precautions that should be followed and personal protective equipment (PPE) that should be worn at an emergency scene, including examples of when additional precautions would be appropriate. (pp 257–258)

3. Describe the principal goals of the primary assessment process: to identify and treat life threats and to determine if immediate transport is required. (pp 261–278)


4. Explain the process of forming a general impression of a patient as part of primary assessment and the reasons why this step is critical to patient management. (p 261)

5. Explain the importance of assessing a patient’s level of consciousness (LOC) to determine altered mental status, and give examples of different methods used to assess alertness, responsiveness, and orientation. (pp 262–265)

6. List the signs of respiratory distress and respiratory failure. (p 269)


7. Describe the assessment of a patient’s circulatory status, including the different methods for obtaining a pulse and appropriate management depending on the patient’s status. (pp 270–272)

8. List the steps the EMT should follow during the rapid scan of a trauma patient, including examples of abnormal signs and appropriate related actions. (pp 275–277)


9. Describe the purpose of a full-body scan, and list the steps used during this process. (pp 291–295)
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10. Explain the importance of performing a reassessment of the patient and the steps in this process. (p 306)
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